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mitteth Sin tranſereſſeth al 


1 3 a IL Ver. viii. 


He 1 committeth Sin is of the Devil; 
for the Devil Roe 19810 the | Be- 


 iming. 
given us to underſtand the horrid Na- 


O ture and Evil of Sin 3 that i it is 4 going 


Counter to the Laws and Orders of him, who 1s 


OY « 
"= 


UR Apoſtle; thawing: in the 4th. Verſe; | 


Supreme Lord of all chings, and whpſe Rules 
therefore, ought to be inviolable; #/ 78 _ 


o the Law; for... Sin is 

Tranſgreſſi 10 of the Law. He then proceeds in - 
Text to tell us plainly, that whoſoever lives in 
Oppoſition to the Laws of God, is on che Devils 


e, in that curſed Rebellun, which from the Be- 


inning of che World; that apoſtate Spirit raiſed, 


and continues ſtill to carry on againſt his Cre- 
ator: He thut conunitteth Sin is of the Devil; for the 
Devil ſinneth from the Beginning. For che clearer 


Manifeſtation of which very important Point of 


Doqrne, I Shall 8 as followe, ſhewing, 


1 Firſt, 
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Firſt, That there are 'Two Powers in the World con- 


tending for Dominion over Mankind, God and our Lord 3 
Jeſus Chriſt, our rightful Lord and Sovereign, and the ö 
Devil, that Arch- Rebel and Il ſurper. 

Secondly, That a Servant o, Sin, is a Slave of Sa- 
tan s, fading with that grand Apoſtate in his Rebellion a- 
gainft God; in that Rebellion which he began in Heaven, 
and being expelled thence, bas carried.on here below, and 
will do to the End of the World. That the Sinner ſides, 
and takes Part with the Devil i in this Rebellion. And 
then, 


Laſtly , Upon the whole, ſhall make ſome Re fleflins 
which I Tide may be pertinent. to the Occaſwon of our. 


preſent 1 


Firſt, 1 am to ſhew you, That hive, ave Two Pow-. 

ers in the World; contending for Dominion over Mankind, 
God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, our rightful 
Zord and Sovereign, and the Devil, that e ; 
and Uſurper. 

K is ſeldem that any Error is found bone 
ſome Mixture of Truth in it, and this is undoubt- 
edly, becauſe otherwiſe it would not ſo readily 
take in the World. And indeed, herein chieffy 
lies the great Myſtery of Tniquity, not only in the 
many Hereſies of the Church of Rome, but of moſt 
other Seats, that they are often guilded over with 
 aſpecious$ Shew of T 22 


— * 


ER. 
Caſe before us. Manes, that Arch-Heretick in the 
Third Century, and his Followers for ſore Ages 
after, did maintain there were two ſupreme, inde- 
pendent and. abſolute Powers or Gods; the one, 
the Principle and Author of all good things, of the 
goodSoul eſpecially;the other,theAuthor of all they 
thought Evil, of evil Souls, the Body, Marriage, 
Empire, and the like. Now the Error lay in this, 
not only that they put up two infinite Powers and 
thoſe abſolute and independent, which is a great 
Abſurdity; for it implies a Contradiction two 
Infinities; but chiefly that in Derogation to the 
Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and Barth, who is 
God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, they made 
any other Being co-ordinate, of equal and un- 
controlable Power. The Error had prevailed long 
before Manes his time, and had become almoſt u- 
niverſal among the wiſe. Men in the Eaff; And 
the Reaſon, I preſume, was, that they ſaw from 
the Evil, the much Evil that was in the World, from 
the horrid Impiety and Blaſphemy, the abomina- 
ble Filthineſs and Lewdneſs, the great Rapine and 
Violence, Cruelty and Barbarity; and theſe under 
little or no Reſtraint; beſides the many other E- 
vils of Pain and Miſery which overſpread the 
Earth: they did hence collect, that ſome malig- 
nant Spirit had an uncontrolable Power in Affairs 
here below, which the good God, they thought, 
could not hinder nor interrupt. They perceived 


00. 
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too much of Truth in the Matter of Fact, that 
there was much of Sin and Miſery in the World, 


and that from a malignant Spirit, who ſeemed to 


have an unlimited Sway among the Sons of Men ; 
but for want of Scripture Revelation, or attend- 


ing to it, they could not ken ſo far as to ſee the 
Origin of this Evil, or elſe they would have 


judged of theſe things with leſs Diſhonour to God. 


And the Truth of the Matter was this; Al- 
mighty God, before that he had created Man, had 
given Exiſtence to an higher Order of Beings, the 
Angels of Heaven; one whereof, and He perhaps 
one of the higheſt Form, out of Pride (as Pride is 
incident to thoſe in higherStations) did rebel againſt 
the Sovereign Majefty ; for which he.was baniſh- 
ed the Courts of Heaven, and detruded into the 
dark Regions here below. Such a Defeat, and 
ſo much Miſery, would have mortified any thing 
leſs proud, and leſs malicious than a Devil; but 
Pride ſeldom abates, nor does Malice aſſwage by 
Sufferings, but inſtead thereof meditates Revenge. 
And in this has Satan exerciſed himſelf to the 
Height ever ſince his Apoſtacy and Fall. For 
ſcarce ſooner had God created Man, enſtated him in 
Paradiſe, and made him his Vice-Gerent here 
below, giving him a full Dominion, under him, 
over all his Cieatures, but this wicked Spirit 


tempts Man with a proud and vain Deſire, not 


much unlike his own, to be as it were a God, 
and 


(T) 
and fo draws him into a Rebellion alſo, not much: 
inferior to his Apoſtacy. Thus Man, at the Inſtiga- 
tion of the Devil, Fell. And as Satan for his Re- 

bellion was baniſhed Heaven; ſo was Man for 
the like turned out of Paradiſe. And what is 
worſe, having forſaken God's Service, which is 
perfect Freedom, he by Sin became a Slave of 
Satan's, which is the ſoreſt, and the vileſt Servitude. 
And inthis miſerable State he might have continu- 
ed for ever, had not the Divine Goodneſs ſeen a 
Difference in the Caſe between the Tempter and 
the Tempted. God did graciouſly ſee, and allow 
ſuch Difference; and accordingly leaving Satan, 
that Arch-Rebel, with all his fallen Angels, in. 
their deſperate and forlorn Condition ; he took 
Pity on us Men, by appointing his own Son to be 
the great Captain of our Salvation, and to gather a 
Church out of the wicked World, and to head it 

againſt the Devil; declaring withal, that the Seed 

N the Woman, or this his Son, ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
ent s, or the Devil's Head, ſo as mortally to 
wound his Powers, tho* the Serpent at the "uy 
time ſhould bruiſe the Heel of the Woman's Seed, 
_ that is, afflict and grieve it in its Members. The 
Son of God, which was this promiſed Seed, did not 
immediately come in Perſon to recover us out of 
the Devil's Slavery, but firſt commiſſioned others 
to carry on this great Work, under him; as name- 
ly, his Patriarchs, his Prieſts, and Prophets; and 


ac. 


and will continue to the Ead of the World. 
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at length, when the Fulneſs of time was come, and 
when the whole World in a manner had revolted 
from God, and become by Idolatry, and all 
manner of Wickedneſs, mere Slaves to the De- 
vil; then did he himſelf deſcend from Heaven, as 
at this time, took our Nature upon him, and by 
N Repentance towards God, and Faith in 
imſelf, our Lord Jeſus Chrift, did begin to draw all 
Men after him; and when he afcended again 
into Heaven, from whence he did firſt deſcend, 
he commiſſioned his Apoſtles to carry on this 
great Work which he had begun. And they 
were to ordain others to the ſame Purpoſes, teach- 
ing and baptizing all Nations, and in this he himſelf 
promiſed to be preſent with, and aſſiſting to them, 
which he always is by his Holy Spirit, to the End of 
the World. And accordingly we, the Miniſters of 
Religion, as Ambaſſadors from Chriſt, are continu- 
ally ſoliciting this great Affair of bringing home 
ſtraying and rebellious Souls to God, and recover- 
ing them out of the Power of the Devil; and as 
his Ambaſſadors we beſeech Men, and would perſuade . 
them to be reconciled to God. 

Thus from the Beginning of the World, there 
has been a mighty Warfare between Chriſt and 
his Church, on one Side; and Satan and his Sy- 
nagogue of malignant and apoſtate Slaves, on the 
other. And the ſame Contention is at preſent, 
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And 
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And what is highly obſervable z this great 
Warfare of ours has, and is, and will be carri- 
ed on with the like good, and bad Succeſs; and 
the like Viciſſitudes and Turns of Fortune, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, as are the Wars and Contentions for 
Empire between the ſeveral Porgntates of the 
Earth, at the Head of their reſpective People; 
this Prince prevailing this Year, and next ano- 
ther, this loſing Ground in one Place; the other 
loſing it in another: And ſoit is with the Church 
or Subjects of Chriſt, and the Devil's Vaſſals; in 
one Age the Church of God flouriſhes, in ano- 
ther ic is grievouſly oppreſs d by the Power of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs; in one Place it lifts up its 
Head, in another it ſuffers a great Depreſſion. 
And this militant State, as hitherto it has been 
in; ſo it will continue in the ſame till the Con- 
ſummation of all things. | 

True it is, the time will come, when the 
Churches Prayers will be heard, Thas God's 
Kingdom will come in its Plenitude and Perfection, 
even here below, ſo that his Will ſhall be done on 
Earth, as # 5 in Heaven. This the Church of 
Chriſt has been put upon praying for in all Ages 
hitherto; and it — 10 b en Paw we could 
be directed by our Lord himſelf to pray for what 
ſhall never come to paſs. It is certain, for we 
have the ſure Word of Prophecy for it, that the 
time will come, that the Kingdoms of the World 
92252 1 ſhall 


(10 
fhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Chriſt, Rev. 11. 15. ſo that all Nations ſhall do 
him Homage; all People, both Jews and Gentiles, 
ſhall do him Service. This will be when Satan 
fall be bound; but then we read that he will be let 
looſe again, apd then will he once more ſeduce 
the World, ſo that they will again apoſtatize from 
God, And then will enſue the general and final 


Judgment, and End of all things, when Chriſt 


{hall make his laſt Triumph over all the Powers 
of Darkneſs. 5 

And thus you ſee there are two Powers in the 
World, contending for Dominion over Mankind; 
they are not co-ordinate and independent PD wers, as 
ſome Hereticks fancied, or as the Princes of the World 
are, who wage ſuch bloody Wars to bring each 
others People under them. But this our ſpiritual 
Warfare is like that of a lawful King, who would 
protect his own proper Subjects from the Tyranny 
and Thraldom of one of his Rebel-Princes, who 
endeavours by all Arts both of Inveiglement and 
Force to bring them under. Such is the Conten- 
tion for Dominion over Mankind, which we here 
ſpeak of; it is that of God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, our rightful Lord and Sovereign, and ot the 
Devil that Arch-Rebel and Uſurper. And now 
having repreſented to you both the Parties contend- 
ing, and the Matter of Contention in our ſpiritugl 
Warfare * e | 3 


Second- 
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Secondly, I am next to ſhew you, that a Servant of 
Sin is a Slave of Satan g, ſiding with that grand 
Apoſtate in his Rebellion againſt God; In that very Re- 
bellion which he began in Heaven, and being expelled 
thence has carried on here below, and will do ſo to 
the End of the World; that the Sinner fides, and takes 
Part with the Devil in this Rebellion. 

A Servant of Sin, I ſay, is a Slave of Satan's: 
It is not every Sinner deſerves ſo black a Chara- 
Aer; No; God forbid, for then we were in a very 
bad Caſe, for the very beſt of God's Servants, ſuch 
is the Frailty and Miſery of our State on this Side 
the Grave, fail too much in their duty, become 
too often gulty of Sin by Surpriſe, and through 
Miſtake 'or Ignorance, and the like, which we 
call Sins of Infirmity. Nay, and one whom 
we may eſteem a Servant of God, may unhappi- 
ly fall into a wilful Sin; only if truly ſuch a one, 
he will ſpeedily recover himſelf by Repentance, 
and upon ſuch his Recovery, he will watch a- 
gainſt every Sin which doth ſo eafily beſet h m, 
more carefully for the future ; And in ſo doing 
he s not to be eſteemed the Servant of Sin. 

But a Servant of Sin is one who, either through 
the Prevalency of his Luft, and Eagerneſs of his 
Appetites, and Violence of his Affections within, 
or from the Prevalency of the World without, 
as from the Perſwaſions of evil Men, of evil 
Company, and evil Examples; and frem the 

öð ẽ __— Go 
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Love of Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures on the 
one Side; or from the Fear of the Evils of Po- 
verty, Diſgrace, and Sufferings on the other; he 
is one, I ſay, who, either from Temptation from 
within or without, yeilds to Sin, tho*. with Sore 
row. and Reluctancy : Or elſe whoſe Conſcience 
being at laſt ſear'd as with an hot Iron, boggles at 
nothing that is ſinful and wicked, but without 
3 drives on furiouſly in the Way or 
Ways of Sin he happens to be moſt in his Na- 
ture addicted to, or the Devil ſhall at any time 
put him upon. And both theſe are the Slaves of 
Satan, in different Degrees and Meaſures, but 
with this diverſity, that the former like a cap- 
tive Slave is dragged after the Wheels of his 
Conqueror's Chariot, but looks back with ſome 
Deſire of Liberty, having ſomething of Remorſe 
and Regret at his bad Condition; the other like 
the Vaſlal of a tyrannical Power, having, through 
a long and uninterrupted Courſe of Slavery, 
loſt all Senſe of Liberty, makes no Stand or De- 
mir at whatever Vice and Villany the Devil puts 
him upon; the one fins and repents, and tho 
he repents, yet ſins again; the other, like his 
Father the Devil, ſcarce ever Thinks, or Speaks, 
or Acts (and that ſuch there are is too apparent) 
but he ſins therein againſt his Maker. 
And either of theſe latter in thus ſinning, ſide 
with that grand Apoſtate the Devil in his Re- 
+ «rat bellion 
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bellion againſt God, They are both in their 
ſeveral Stations Stipendiaries under Satan, and 
wage, during their ſhort time here, the very 
{fame War againſt God, with him. 

During, I ſay, their ſhort time here; for tho 
as I whe already ſhewed you, the Devil began 
his Rebellion againſt God in Heaven, and being 
expelled thence, has carried it on here below, and: 
will do fo to the End of the World ; yet the 
Servant of Sin having but a ſhort time till he ſhall 
have run his length, cannotdo ſo. However he does 
the worſt he can in the Service of the Devil, 
his Maſter. He fins, and in ſinning holds out as 

long as tis poflible for him in his fearful Re- 
bellion; and this he does, (which highly aggra- 
vates his Crime) in Conjunction and reh 
racy with Satan, againſt God. 

Laſtly, And now I come to make ſans proper 
Reflections upon what has been ſaid; and thoſe 
ſuch as may be pertinent to the Occaſion of this 
Meeting, And now upon the whole Matter, 
what more proper Reflection can we make, than 

in the Words of Elijah, with Reſpe& to the 
Worſhippers of God and Baal, 1 King. 15. 21. 
How long halt ye between two Opinions? if the 
Lord be God, follow him ;-but if Baal, then follow 
him? it has plainly appeared, and I hope to the 
Conviction of every one here, that a Courſe or 
Habit in any Sin wbltinately perſiſted in, and 
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that in oppoſition to the Declarations of God in 
Scripture, and thoſe enforc'd by the perpetual 
Admonitions of his Miniſters, is a Rebellion a- 
gainſt God, But eſpecially it is ſo, when thoſe 
who have been liſted in God's Service in their 
Baptiſm, to fight under Chriſt's Banner, the Croſs, 
againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; 
when {uch ſhall deſert, and flying over to the De- 
vil's Camp, join thoſe who either abſolutely de- 
ny, or profanely diſpute his Being; who tram- 
ple under Foot the Sou of God, expoſing him by 
their open and perpetual Blaſphemies, even more 
_outragiouſly than thoſe who crucified him, to an 
open Shame; who prophane his Sabbaths and for > 
fake his Sanctuaries, except it be to qualifie them- | 
ſelves for ſome Poſt or Office; who aſſemble 
themſelves by Troops into Harlots Houſes, and 
there diſſolve themſelves in Rioting and Drun- 
kennels, in Chambering and Wantonneſs. When 

any, I ſay, ſhall do thus, it is plain they have 
| Revolted from God, and taken up Arms in the 
Devil's Cauſe. And ſhall any now in ſuch a 
Caſe, who profeſs themſelves ſtill of the Church 
of God, and his devoted Servants, ſtand by, and 
patiently ſuffer ſuch Outrages upon the Ma- 
jeſty of God their Maker, and Jeſus Chriſt their 
Redeemer, to whom in their Baptiſm they have 
Iworn Allegiance, and that to be diſcharged in an 
active, and vigorous, and manly Obedience ? Is 
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this to behave our ſelves like faithful Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who in our Baptiſmal Covenant have 
taken a military Oath to fight manfully under 
bis Banner againſt Sin, the World, and the Devil ; 
and to continue his faithful Soldiers and Servants 
#nio our Lives end? No, let {ſuch take Care 
leſt ſueh Indifference, or Tergiverſation rather, 
may be conſtrued by him a Deſertion of him. 
It is certain, it looks too much like a denying of 
him and his Cauſe before Men, and he has fair- 

warned us that he who denyeth him, or is a- 

amed of him and his Cauſe, before Men, him 

will he deny, and be afhamed: of, before his 
Father which is in Heaven, Luke 12. 9. It is at 
beſt to chuſe to be Neuter in that great War 
between God and Satan now treated on; and a 
Neutrality in ſuch a War, where all the World 
are of Neceſſity involved on one Side or other, 
will not be endured by him who is our rightful 
Lord and Maſter. He that is not with me is againſt 
me, Matth. 12.30. Oh ! how long halt you between 
two Opinions, or two ſuch Parties as God and 
Satan? If the Lord be God, then follom him; but if 
Baal, then follow him. 0 

But how ſhall we marſhal our ſelves, you 
will ſay, in ſo univerſal, ſo grand a War? how 
mall we know our ſeveral Stations? And how 
mall we approve our Conduct, or exert our 
Courage therein? All this indeed ſeems jane” 
| | 9 TY rial 
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rial to the Caſe now under Conſideration. And 
have Patience with me whilſt, as God's Herald, I 
declare unto you, as the War it {elf you are all 
ſummoned to, ſo the Laws you are to obſerve in it, 
whether as Miniſters, Magiſtrates, or People. And, 
1. As to us the Miniſters of Religion; let us 
account it not ſo much our Honour and Dignity, 
(tho! that it really is) as our Duty and Office, to be 
Leaders in this War. That a Clergyman, as 
ſuch, ſhould be a Leader; nay, throw himſelf 
into the foremoſt Ranks in this Holy War, for the 
Recovery of the World from under the Tyranny 
ofiSatan, and to reduce it under the Obedience 
of God; is a Propoſition ſo ſelf-evident, ſo clear 
in it ſelf, that like any other Poſtulatum or 
firſt Principle, to go about to prove it, would be 
but to obſcure it. | 1 
But the Queſtion is, how we ſhall approve, 
How we ſhall conduct our ſelves as brave and 
faithful Leaders in ſo hazardous an Enterpriſe ? 
Why? I ſhall adventure to offer- what I think 
becomes us in ſo glorious a Cauſe, as follows; 
As that we are not to content our ſelves with 
having, from the Pulpit, let our People know the 
full and adequate Deſign of our Blefled Lord's 
Marufeftation and Incarnation, as at this time; 
as namely, that it was on purpoſe. to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3. 7. to Enlighten the 
benighted World, ſo as to Bw us the way to God, 
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and then to mediate a Reconciliation between Him 
and us; chat we are not only to do thus, and 
then to proceed in theſe Views to treat on the 
whole Doctrine of our Covenant with God 3 and 
on every Article of the Chriſtian Faith, ſo as to 
ſhew how each Truth contained therein is directly 
levell'd againſt Sin and Wickedneſs, and to deſtroy 
the Kingdom of Satan; And for the Peoples bet- 
ter Information, how to eſchew the Evil, and do 
the Good; to open the Nature of every Chriſtian 
Duty to God, our Neighbour, and Themſelves, 
and of the oppoſite Vices; And then with the ut- 
moſt. force of Motive and Perſwafibn to urge 
them to the Performance of the one, and the 
Avoidance of the other. I am bold to aſſert it 
incumbent upon us, not only in doing thus, am- 
ply to give them a whole Boch of practical Di- 
vinity from Desk or Pulpit (on which ſcore on- 
ly we may with St. Paul, Acts 20. 26. Tale them 
to record, that we are pure from the Blood of all Men, 
and have not ſhunned to declare unto them all the Coun- 

ſel of God). p10 £1210 | 
_ I preſume to ſay, it is not only incumbent up- 
on us thus to do from the Pulpit; and more- 
over, by an innocent, wiſe, and exemplary Con- 
duct, do all chat is poſſible · in our ſelves to pro- 
mote Virtue, to beat down Sin, and both by 
Precept and Example to waſt and weaken the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs; But that we ought alſo 
: C to 


to muſter up all the Force we can from others too 
batter down its ſtrong holds; that it behoves us 
to bring up the Squadrons of the honeſt Reformer 
againſt its ſtrongeſt Forts; that we are to rally 
them back if need be, when by miglity / Oppo- 
fition they begin to ſink; and that it becomes 
us to animate them in the Purſuit, wen cke Ene- 
my gives Ground. In a word, and to ſpeak 
plainly without Metaphor, we ought to give all 
poſſible Encouragement to the happy Inſtruments 
of ſo much good of this kind, both the Religious 
Societies and thoſe of Reformation. 85 
And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be God, that ſo 
many of our Right Reverend Prelates, and other 
inferior Divines, have given ſo vaſt Encourage- 
ment, ſo many Years together, of this kind; En- 
couragements much greater than I am able to ex- 
preſs; and therefore for a large Teſtimony of it, 
5 , I muſt refer you to the grateful Account thereof, 
countof the Which the Societies themſelves have 8 
ae, Well; but you will ſay; And what is the Ma- 
for Age-oiſtrate's part in this grand Affair; in this long 
wer. and laſting War between Chriſt and the Powers 
of Darkneſs; what is his Poft, and how is he to 
diſcharge his Duty in Batterivg the ſtrong Holds 
of Sin and Satan, and in Supporting and 'Advan- 
eing the Kingdom of God? 3 e 
And if ſuch as are ſo highly exalted above the 
reſt of Mankind, will but look up, and conſider 
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from whom they derive, and of whom they hold 
their Offioe and Dignity, even from God Himſelf, 
they will be able thence alone to conclude, for 
4 and in whoſe behalf they muſt exerciſe the 
Powers and Functions of it; as namely, to his 
Honour prineipally, and in Vindication of his Au- 
thority. And. 1 as have drunk deep of 
Acheiltical Principles, and being Libertines alſo 
in Practice, in a 'of: Revenge. would enervate 
and weaken, as much as olible, all Government, 
becauſe Made to chaſtiſe their Enormities; o 

theſe, with the Jeſuits, would have it Seen not 
from the moſt noble Principle and Origin, GOD j hominum 
but from the vileſt of all; che very Feces of the Regis eſt | 
People (and for this, by che way, mechinks Go- ala po 
vernment owes them ſmall Thanks, and leſs Coun- pals 
tenange 7 veritas who are better taught, 41. 
know hetter things. And chat there i is no Power a cap. 19. 
but 'of Euckz and that the Powers that be, are ordained 
of God; Rom, x4. 1. And ſince Magiſtrates do 
. derive. their Authority from God, they are 
there fors inſtructed in the Jamie place, 70 exert it 
tot Hint, or in the Punifhment of Impiety and 
Wickedneſs::' Thus the —— ſtle ,Verſ, 3. Ra- 
lens are at a Trrour to: go l, but to the Epil. 
ladeed if, as bai kene have imagined, Ma- 
piftricy were an Evi thing; nay, and e e 
its Otigin from the Hvñ One, che Devil; 
ve" it og with ſora rec exerciſe its ace 


29 ro 
2 ; tes - 


In Regt 


ann 
to countenance or ſupport the Works of Darkneſs. 
But as it derives its Authority and: Power from 

God; ſo for Him, and to his Glory, in the Sup- 
prefling of all Inpiety and Immorality, and in the 
pulling down of Satan's Kingdom, it ought in 
all reaſon to exert its utmoſt Strength and Vigour! 

But I need not urge more upon this Subject, which 
indeed is exhauſted by a late Author, in a Book ex- 
bey, ge ceedingly worthy the peruſal. of every Magiſtrate 
3 in the Kingdom. o 125 2277: 25 [ (1978 — Wet 
the Lews But how, you will ſay, ſhall the Magiſtrate 
are, diſcharge his Duty in battering down che ſttbng 
and Pro- 


bhaneveſz- Holds of Sin and Satan; and Supporting and Ad- 


Hoancing the Kingdom of God? | Why, if I may 
de permitted to ſpeak after Him, who has pleaded 
che Cauſe of God fo: much better; By/a vigorous 
d = "and; impartial Execution of: the Ea againſt Pro- 
.. -- -faneneſs and Immorality ; eſpecially againſt ſubh Acts 
of that kind, as. ate meerOutrages: àgainſt chax Dia 
vine Majeſty from whom they derive: their owt 
Authority, as has beten now thewn5'and/ apainſt 
the Violations. of thoſe Laws . [which _ 
a diſtinguiſbing Mar put upon them, ias thoſe he 
al bar ltere paniadladx T Ori ef the 
former kind are Blaſphem and profane Curſiug and 
Smear ers: by which tlie Sinner flies 48 ic Were in 
the very Face of God: Of the latter ſort are all the 
Sins of lincleanneſs, Fornication, Adultery, und (chat 
Crimen non nominandum, Sadomy. Ot whick = 
25 Je ve 
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have been found of late, ſuch horrible Inſtances 
ong us; but to the eternal Honour of our Re- 

3 brought to condign Puniſhment. Indeed 

any of the Sins of Uncleanneſs whatever are not to 

be ſo much as named among Chriſtians, theſe being ſo 
incompatible wich our moſt Holy Profeſſion, as St. 

Paul aſſerts, Eph. 33. Mhich Character of them does 
ſufficiently mark Them out, as in a peculiar manner 
worthy a Chriſtian Magiſtrate s Animadyerſton and 
Puniſhment. And ſuch Magiſtrates as ſhall, with- 

out Fayour or Aﬀection, or the Fear or Awe of, 

any one,;chaſtiſe;thele or the like Offenders: 3 and; 
moreover, not e upon, but countenance and en- 
courage Juch. as ſhall form againſt them, The˖ 

wi ;thexeby approve themſelves; worthy the Chas: - — 
racer the ſame Apoſtle chere gives them, and = AE = 
they are Rulers, tho) are not a Terrour to good more, TOY 
but to the Evil; and that they are the. Han 
e Workd. for, Ge-. 
And God be for ever praiſed; * he: Tas! 
raiſed, us ſuch. Rulers ; that in the firſt Place, he 

has, endowed his. Vice-gerent, our Gracibus 
Queen with ſuch eminent Virtuęs, and truly 
Chriſtian Graces, as drau the Eyes, not only 

af Her, awn. Subje&s; but of all Europe upon 
Her; who do perhaps more garefully. than eur 
ſelves, bleſs, God in, and for Her. Her very 15 1 
Example, without Her Laus: and: Proclamations;. bien 
might be ſufficient, to reform us, were we the 
mrexpire tis dein Se, Alls 3.48. eehte to 
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receive the Do&rines, which alone can p 
for eternal Liſe, as it behoves us to De. 
thoſe who were not ſo well dif ſpoſed, 
Apoſtles themſelves had not that In uence u boy 
on,” which might be ex 


peed. And oh! the 

Inapudence which is in the Grain and Conſtitu- 
tion of Vice, [that any of the Impious and Im- 
moral, any of the open Defiets of God, of his 
bleſſed Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his' 
Religion, or that any of the frotitleſs: Prophaners 
ob his Sabbaths, ſhould dare to come near even 
the Verges of her Court, ot approach her Sacred 
Perſon to whoſe Soul ſuch Inpieries are an A. 
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f, I bomination! | But to let them to follow their rb 
and ele Imaginations; it is an Happineſs, no ſerial Flap. 
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8, that we have God's Vicegerent ſo gteat 
&, an Fiery" do the Kingdom of Darkness, arch fo. 
| i, great a Pattern of Piety and Goodneſs, © gy. 03.280 
| Nor ought we to paſs by*wirhour POS 
ledgement to do the divine Goodnehs, that lie has 
given us a Magiftracy' under Her ir this great City, 
which has ſo ſignally exerted themſelves in the Cauſe 
of God againſt the Powers of Darkneſs. It was" 
noble Overthrow given them, that of routing thar 
Seminary of Impiety and Debauchery Anmially 
| Bartbolo- held in the chief Market of the Town, to the undo 
| 7 We. ing of the Youth, both of Town and Country, 
| 4” And the Blow was nobly followed, when ſo Viave 
| an Atracque was alfo lately made by the Grand 
J ury of the N, and by che Juſtices of the City 
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of Weſtminſter, on another Rendezvous of the fame My. Fun 


Nature, in the other Parts of the Town. I look 
upon this as the taking the Outworks of Satan's for- 
tiſied Place among us; and I hope the Cittadel it 
ſelf, the Ply-Houſe, into which alone his Militia 
have now a Place to retreat, will ſoon fall into 
your Hands, 0 he Faithful Servants of God ! 
And then it will be hard to fay, on which Ac- 
count, we ſhall -have moſt Reaſon to triumph, 
on our Succeſſes Spiritual or Temporal. Only this 
I may venture to ſay, the ſooner we ſhall ſubdue 
our Spiritual Enemies, the ſooner we ſhall bring 
under Foot the Temporal. . Keitel ba 
Well, and now having ſeen what Poſts belong 
both to Miniſters and Magiſtrates, in this great War 
between Chriſt, our rightful Lord and Maſter, 
and Satan that grand Uſurper; And having repre- 
ſented in ſome Meaſure the Duties of each in their 
ſeveral. Poſts; let us next conſider what belongs 
to Chriſtians at large, or in whatever Stations 
they are in, ro do. 10 5 1 do | 
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The War you ſee is Hniverſal; and there is no 
Permiſſion to ſtand Neuter, ſo that there is no 
Mortal. upon Earth but muſt be, but actually is 
engaged on one Side or other. And as the Caſe 
ſtands here, it is without all Diſpute, for God; or 
For Baal. But how, youll ſay, ſhall you act your 
proper Part, and in what Manner and Method 
do your Duty in this General, this vaſtly extended 
War! 5 5 Why 2 
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Why: If you find your ſelves poſſeſt of a Noble 
| and heroicl Spirit, it you feel in your Breaſts à ge- 
ö nerous Ardour, if you thirſt for Glory, and affect 
the Poſt of Honour, turn Informers. Theſe are 
they who offer and preſent themſelves for the 
Grand Attacque; Theſe bravely ſcale the Walls of 
Sin; Theſe carry off the Devil's Vaſſals Captives 
after them, halling them to the Tribunal of the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, to receive their Sentence, 
and ſuffer condign Puniſhment. 
As the State of the War was in the Primitive 
Times indeed, the Martyrs ſtood the Brunt of Satan's 
Fury; and ſo they had the Poſt of Honour; and thus 
alſo it is to this day in Popiſh Countries, where the 
faithful Soldiers of Chriſt expoſe their Lives in 
Defence of his Truths, againſt the Antichriſtian 
Powers. But in Proteſtant Countries, where the 
Truths of Chriſtianity are both Profeſs d and Eſta- 
bliſh'd, and in ours particularly, the Confeſſors 
have the Poſt; And theſe Confeſſors with us, the 
moſt Noble and Heroick of our Confeſſors how- 
ever, are our Informer. _ E020 
And why ſo ſhy of the Service, for the Diſgrace 
that ſome put upon it? Put it in the Caſe of mor- 
tal Princes; and if you ſhall happen to hear miſ- 
creant Rebels villifie their Perſons, outrage their 
High Dignity and Honour; or ſhall find them in 
the very Fact violating their Capital Laws; as ſup- 
poſe by committing Paricide, — or ſome 


ſuch 


(25) 
ſuch high Crime or Miſdemeanour, will you forbear 
to Inform againſt the Villains, and carry them 
before the Magiſtrate, for Fear of the reproach- 
ful Language of thoſe who are diſaffected to the 
| Government, and of being called Informers? Why, 
the Caſe here is the very ſame, when you ſhall 
hear wretched Miſcreants Blaſpheme furiouſly, and 
Swear outragiouſly, or ſhall find them in Facts of 
Lewdneſs, Debauchery, or prophaning the Lord's- 
Day; Theſe are Acts of Treaſon, or at leaſt high 
Mi/demeanours, againſt the King of Kings: And 
ſhall you then forbear to proſecute the ſame, for 
Fear of the Reproaches of wicked Perſons, for 
this your Zeal for your Saviour's 9575 Thoſe 
who Reproach or think meanly of you for the ſame, 
are Perſons Diſaffected to Chriſt's Government; and a 
faithful Subject will not ſhrink from his Duty to 
his Prince, for Fear of Perſons Diſaffefted. 

Nor need you reckon it a Shame, but indeed 
the higheſt Honour, to be ſo far engaged in this 
Matter. And indeed it would be hard, if thoſe 
who have brought to our Church and Nation fo 
much Honour, ſhould not themſelves be Honoured. 
They are the many noble Works begun, and of 
late carried on among us, to the Deſtruction of 
Satan's Uſurp'd Dominion, and the Advancement 
of Chriſts Kingdom, which draw the Eyes of 
all Proteſtant Countries upon us; and for which 
we hear ſuch loud Applauſes to our Church and 
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Nation from ſo many Kingdoms and States A- 
broad; and ſhall not the Society for Reformation 
of Manners, and their noble Band of heroick, Infor- 
mers, which have contributed ſo much to bring us 
this Honour, be themſelves Honoured? Far be it 
from any good Chriſtian to deny them what is 
ſo juſtly due to them; Nay, and as they were 
firſt in this great Work, is primarily due to them. 
But it is not their due Reſpect and Honour 
only, but ſomething farther I would have paid 
to them. I mean good Chriſtians ought to ſend 
in to their Aſſiſtance, to ſupport and maintain 
the War they are engaged in, againſt the Kingdom 
and Works of Darknels ; I ſay, ſo deeply Engaged 
in, againſt the many Legions of the Evil One 
In a State of War all Subjects indeed do not go 
into the Field, but Al contribute towards the Sup- 
port of the common Cauſe; and proportionably 
to both, as it is Expenſive and Beneficial. It muſt 
have been very Expenſive to have ſo frequently 
routed, after very terrible Conflicts, the utmoſt 
Efforts of ſo many powerful Bawds and Panders, 
and their too powerful Abettors, than whoſe filthy 
Dens, Satan has not ſtronger Holds in his whole 
Empire; And it muſt have been a very Chargeable 
Work to have as it were raced ſo many of theſe 
to the Ground; ſo that now the Sons of Belial 
will find it much more Difficult than formerly, 
ro know where to put in their Heads, and __ 
: | | elr 
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their Refuge. Which brings me to ſhew how 
Beneficial allo it muſt have been. 

And it muſt have been very Beneficial to all 
Ranks and Degrees of Perſons, who either Live 
in, or frequent this Populous place (and the Pub- 
lick State, into which Things are brought, does, and 
is likely to draw yearly a vaſt Confluence of the 
principal Perſons of the Nation, both Old and 
Young, to it.) It muſt therefore, I lay, be very 
Beneficial to the Nobility and Gentry, as well as 
Traders, Parents and Maſters indifferently, to have 
ſo many Sources of Uncleanneſs, and other Vil- 
lanies, the Brothel-Houſes, bur up; Nay, and 
the very Streets in a great Meaſure cleans'd of the 
rotten and filthy Carcaſſes ſtrouling and crawling 
thence; And I may lay, the. Air it; {elf alſo, purg d 
of that - Infectious Breath ſteaming forth from 
thoſe Contagious Perſons and Places; More In- 
ectious than that from a, Pet» Houſe; Infomauch 
that the Play Houſe. is in a, manner the on 
known Nurſery ot Impiety, and all Abomination, 
now remaining among us. The Benefit accru- 
ing from theſe cheir Noble Conflicts in che Cauſe 
of God and their Country, to all the fore men- 
tion d Raaks and Degrees, is this, chat their Sons 
and Servauts, ate better ſecured from Debauchery, 
and þbe. dil Ede :&s. thereof, both to their E- 
| ſtates, and Furies. Their Efſtates at, preſent are 
not ſo SOR eto br waſted or emhezell daby kr 
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their Children or Servants; or their Families and 
Poſterity Extinguiſh'd by the fatal Diſeaſes derived 
thence, or the Murders and Duellings occaſioned 
thereby. It has undoubtedly been as Expenſive, 
ſo very Beneficial both to Church and State, this 
Great Work of Reformation of Manners. And 
if ſo, I know not why it may not with Juſtice 
be urged, by us the Miniſters of Religion, in the 
behalt of theſe Heroes, that all Aſſiſtance thould 
be given them; that in Gratitude and Equity 
both, Supplies ſhould be afforded them by thoſe 
who have been ſo much Benefitted by, who are 
ſo much Indebted to them; Such Supplies I mean, 
as may enable them to compleat the Conqueſt, 
by letting no Infamous Places, no Nurſeries of 
Profaneneſs and Immorality remain among us. Tho- 
I know ſuch is the Modeſty and Diſmtereſtedneſs of 
the Gentlemen concerned in this Great Work, that 
they could be content to proceed as hitherto, at 
their own Charge, to carry on the War, provided 
they might have ſome farther Laws Enacted, and 
Means provided to facilitate their Victories, and to 
enable them to give the Enemy a Deciſtve Blow. 
With reſpect to the former of which, upon thebring- 
ing in a Bill to ſuppreſs that grand peice of Immo- 
rality, Adultery ; J have formerly Addreſs d in their 
Cauſeʒ and as to theLatter,theMeans the more e fectu- 
alh to cure the ſpreadingLeproſy of allUncleannels, 
I have ſome time ſince, upon another Occaſion, 
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form d an Expedient : But ſo much as the Tenor 
of both which, would be roo long here to be. 
inſerted. In the mean time however, I cannot 
but again repeat it, that tis pity but they ſhould 
be ſupported in their preſent Attacques, according 
to the preſent Powers they have from the Law, 
againſt God's, and our greateſt, and moſt Dan- 
gerous Enemies, Satan and his Accomplices. 
Well; bur it may be ſaid, ſince ſo many Bro- 
thel- Houſes have been ſuppteſs d, and Criminals of 
divers Sorts Committed and Puniſhd, the Heat 
of this Battle is pretty well over. And it muſt be 
confeſs d, with the utmoſt Acknowledgements 
and Gratitude, that tho there will be growing Oc- 
caſions of the like Vigorous Proſecutions of the 
Profane and Immoral, as has been hitherto, or 
elſe they will ſoon make Head again ; Proſti- 
tutes are now leſs ſeen in our Streets, Oaths are 
leſs heard in Converſations, and Prophanati ons of 
the Lord's-Day are not fo Publick · as before the 
noble Endeavours of theſe Gentlemen to ſupprels 
the Diſorderly: So that upon that ſcore, let it be 
at preſent granted, there may not be ſo much 
Occaſion to urge it upon the Pious to Contribute 
towards the Charge, the very Great Charge, which 
has been found in the Overthrow of theſe Ene- 
mies to God, and our Country; Let this be 
granted: | 
| Yer, 


_ & . 
Yet, alas we hear of a much more fearful, as 
J it is a far more abominable Hoſt approaching; 
8 and. that the Sodomites are Invading our Land. Now 
here we muſt maintain our Ground againſt Sa- 
= tans Efforts ; nay, muſt repel this Enemy the So- 
domite, to-the driving him out of the Land, coſt 
What it will. For aſſuredly, it we do not, God 
will pour down a Deluge of Wrath upon us, ſo 
as totally to devour both us and ours, and that 
will coſt us our All. This is therefore like ano- 
ther War we are engaged in, wherein we muſt 
keep out the Enemy, tho' it be at the Expence of 

the whole. 

To lum up all that you have heard in a word. 
You are Engaged you ſee, in a neceſſary War, in 
the Defence of the divine Majeſty and his Laws, 
againſt all the Powers and Works of Darkneſs ; 
and you muſt one Way or other you ſee, be 
Acliveh Engaged in it. And as I hope all who 
we have to Day. heard me are convinced, that no- 
» thing of a Neutrality will be permitted to any one 
Perſon in the World, ſo I hope no one will think 
of it. Think of a Neutrality, God forbid | The Matter 
is brought to one Point, this ſingle Iſſue, that it 
is for God or for Satan; And for God's Sake let us 
not be for the Devil! Oh! let none of us be on 
the Devil's Side whatever may befal us. The 
Matter is of Moment which you are to determine 
yourſelves upon. It is of tremendous Conſi- 
e . | deration, 
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deration, for which Reaſon, I have pitch'd upon 
ic as the moſt proper Subject for this Day. 
Well then, fight we all muſt againſt Principali- 
ties, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers ofthe Dark- 
neſs of this World. | 

And may we all of us fo fight the good Fight 
of Faith, as to lay hold on Eternal Life, and re- 
ceive that Crown of Glory reſerved for all his faith- 
ful Soldiers and Servants in Heaven. Amen. 
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